Take a Theatre course this Spring!

2021 Spring Musical
Theatre Experience
A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE NEW MUSICALIZED WORK

Auditions will be the first week of Spring semester
Visit stmarys-ca.edu/spring_musical for more info

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Need Core Credit?
Many Theatre courses satisfy
Core Curriculum learning outcomes
Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis only)
Perfa 01

Perceiving the Performing Arts

Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis and Creative
Practice)
Perfa 133 Acting II: Characterization and Scene Study

Artistic Understanding (Creative Practice only)
Perfa 37-01 Character Creation Lab (Performance Lab) (0.25)
Perfa 37-02 Directing: An Introduction (Performance Lab) (0.25)
Perfa 47

Props Construction (Design/Tech Lab) (0.25)

Perfa 132 Musical Theatre Performance Experience (By audition only)
(0.25, 0.5, or 1.0)
Perfa 142 Technical Theatre Practicum (0.25, 0.5, or 1.0)

Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis) and
American Diversity (pending)
ES 100

A Seat at the Table for Lemonade
(Credit towards Theatre major or minor available by petition)

Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis and Creative
Practice), The Common Good, and Community
Engagement
Perfa 50

Theatre For Social Justice: Interactive Theatre

Perceiving the Performing Arts
1.0 credit; Remote
Professors Jia Wu and Deanna Zibello

Professional artists in the fields of dance and theatre introduce students to
the fundamental concepts of their respective disciplines. Students view
performances in each art form studied. Team taught. Satisfies the Artistic
Understanding (Artistic Analysis) core requirement.
PERCEIVING THE PERFORMING ARTS
PERFA 01 – T/TH 9:45-11:20
Contact: Professor Deanna Zibello dlz2@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Character Creation Lab
(Performance Lab)
0.25 credit; Flex
with GUEST ARTIST

Learn to transform into vivid and unique characters using the alchemical
elements of imagination and physical technique. Drawing on tools from
Alexander Technique, Michael Chekhov Technique, and other physical theatre
forms, students will find confidence, creativity and expressive freedom as
they bring to life the many characters who live inside. Actors of all levels
welcome, as are playwrights, directors, spoken word artists and sketch
improvisers. Satisfies the Artistic Understanding (Creative Practice) core
requirement.
CHARACTER CREATION LAB (PERFORMANCE LAB)
PERFA 37-01 – TH 11:30-1:05
Contact: Professor Rebecca Engle rengle@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Directing: An Introduction
(Performance Lab)
0.25 credit; Flex
with GUEST ARTIST

This course introduces the basics of directing, from script analysis and
ground plans to casting and coaching actors. Special emphasis is placed on
the way the multiple "languages" of the stage (time and space, spoken word,
movement and embodied action) combine to create the layered meanings we
find in a performance. Actors of all levels welcome, as are playwrights,
filmmakers and choreographers. Satisfies the Artistic Understanding
(Creative Practice) core requirement.
DIRECTING: AN INTRODUCTION (PERFORMANCE LAB)
PERFA 37-02 – W 2:45-4:20
Contact: Professor Rebecca Engle rengle@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Props Construction
(Design/Tech Lab)
0.25 credit; On-Campus (also open to local off-campus students)
Professor Beckett Finn

Take a hands-on approach to the task of researching and building props for
the stage and screen. Topics will include upholstery, carpentry, digital work,
painting, and special effects. The course will emphasize valuable, practical
skills as well as creative thinking and problem solving. Satisfies the Artistic
Understanding (Creative Practice) core requirement.
BUILDING PROPS (DESIGN/TECH LAB)
PERFA 47-01 – TH 3:00-4:35
Contact: Professor Beckett Finn bmf4@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT TECH ON!

Theatre for Social Justice:
Interactive Theatre
1.0 credit; Remote
Professor Amissa Miller

An introduction for actors and non-actors to the performance practice and
underlying philosophy of the radical theatre-maker Augusto Boal. Through games,
exercises, and performance projects, students will question and critique the
dynamics of power, class, and privilege in contemporary society, and rehearse
alternative actions aimed at social transformation. The course builds confidence
and a sense of broader possibilities for improvisation, both on stage and in life.
This course satisfies all of the following Core Curriculum requirements: Artistic
Understanding (both Artistic Analysis and Creative Practice); the Common Good;
Community Engagement.
THEATRE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE: INTERACTIVE THEATRE
PERFA 50 M/F 1:00-2:35
Contact: Professor Amissa Miller akm13@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

A Seat at the Table for Lemonade
1.0 credit; Remote
Professor Amissa Miller

This course explores contemporary visions of Black womanhood through readings
of the visual and musical themes and motifs of Beyoncé’s Lemonade and
Solange’s A Seat at the Table. The class will ground its exploration of these albums
in Black feminist theory, placing these artists in the context of Black feminist
scholars and cultural workers like Audre Lorde, Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Angela Davis,
bell hooks, and Brittany Cooper. We will read the albums’ lyrics in conversation
with contemporary Black female poets including Eve Ewing, Warsan Shire, Morgan
Parker, and Nayyirah Waheed. We will explore the role of social media in the
reception of the two albums, engaging with selected hashtags, memes, and blog
posts in conversation with these artists. We will enhance our media literacy and
text analysis skills, developing the ability to make critical assertions in response to
our course materials by means of a social justice praxis. As we listen, view, and
engage with these critically-acclaimed albums, we will analyze the impact of race,
gender, region, sexuality, spirituality, intimacy, and sisterhood on the lived
experiences of and cultural content produced by these sisters, their
contemporaries, and their fans. Credit as an upper division Theatre elective is
available by petition. This course the following Core Curriculum requirements:
Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis) and American Diversity.
A SEAT AT THE TABLE FOR LEMONADE
ES 100 T/TH 4:45-6:20
Contact: Professor Amissa Miller akm13@stmarys-ca.edu

Foundations of Theatre II
1.0 credit; Remote
with GUEST INSTRUCTOR

A continuation of the survey of major developments in theatre begun in
Foundations I. This course pays special attention to the rise of modern
theatre, contemporary forms of theatre, and various performance theories.
Weekly analysis of specific social, historical, and cultural components provides
opportunities for students to develop and broaden their understanding of how
theatre arises out of, and is embedded within, a given time period.
Prerequisite: Foundations I (Perfa 30) or consent of instructor. Satisfies the
Social, Cultural, Historical Understanding requirement of the Core Curriculum.
FOUNDATIONS OF THEATRE II
PERFA 130 – M/W/F 10:30-11:35
Contact: Professor Deanna Zibello dlz2@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Play in Production: Performers
0.25, 0.5 or 1.0 credit available; Remote
Director Victor Malana Maog

The Spring Musical Theatre Experience gives students the rare opportunity to create new
musicalized work. This project—in lieu of the traditional “book musical”—boasts foundational
workshops in acting, singing, writing, and dance; opportunities to perform and master original
music; devise a short musical piece as led by a guest artist; and express themselves through a
musical theatre dance on camera unit.
Centered around the work of guest artist Karen Ann Daniels (American Theatre Magazine’s
“People To Watch” - April 2020), the spring project will perform and adapt some of her original
compositions. In addition, Ms. Daniels will also lead 8-12 actor/singers through a musical
creation process that will build an original work from the writings, improvisations, compositions,
and ideas of those who are in the ensemble—a very rare opportunity, especially at the
undergraduate level. To make the spring project a well-rounded experience, there will be a dance
unit with 8-12 movers/dancers led by a nationally acclaimed guest choreographer to create a
dynamic storytelling-based work. Singing is not required for the dance unit.
Open to all interested students by audition, at the beginning of Spring semester. Cast: 8-12
actors/singers and 8-12 movers. More information can be found at stmarysca.edu/spring_musical
PLAY IN PRODUCTION
Perfa 132, by audition only
Rehearsals M-F evenings
Contact: Director Victor Malana Maog at vmm3@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Acting II: Scene Study and
Characterization
1.0 credit; Remote
Professor Victor Malana Maog

A continuing exploration of the tools and techniques used to bring a character to life
onstage. Emphasis is given to the development of the actor’s instrument through
partner and ensemble exercises, and to the rehearsal and performance of dramatic
scenes. Meets both Artistic Understanding (Artistic Analysis and Creative Practice)
core requirements.
ACTING II: SCENE STUDY AND CHARACTERIZATION
PERFA 133 – T/TH 1:15-2:50
Contact: Professor Victor Malana Maog vmm3@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Portfolio Preparation
0.25 credit; Remote
Professor Victor Malana Maog

In this quarter-credit course, students receive focused support in editing,
organizing and polishing an e-portfolio that best reflects their professional
goals and identity. The instructor is an experienced writer with expertise in the
arts. Because all theatre majors and theatre scholarship recipients (whether
majors or minors) are required to present a public Artist’s Talk at the end of the
senior year, this course is required for juniors but will also be helpful for
seniors.
PORTFOLIO PREPARATION
PERFA 138 – T 3-4:35
Contact: Professor Victor Malana Maog vmm3@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT ON!

Technical Theatre Practicum
0.25, 0.5 or 1.0 credit available; Flex
Professors Matthew Cohen and Deanna Zibello

A quarter, half or full credit is available for backstage crew supporting the
Performing Arts mainstage performances. A wide variety of production roles
are available. Prerequisite: Perfa 42 [Introduction to Technical Theatre] or
demonstrated production experience. Satisfies the Artistic Understanding
(Creative Practice) core requirement.
TECHNICAL THEATRE PRACTICUM
W 7:00-8:35 PM
Perfa 142-03 for 0.25 credit
Perfa 142-01 for 0.5 credit
Perfa 142-01 plus Perfa 142-02 for full credit.
Contact: Professor Deanna Zibello dlz2@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT TECH ON!

Scenic Design
0.5 credit; Flex
Professor Deanna Zibello

A concentrated study of scenic design for the theatre. Students dive deeply
into the design process, taking a single play from concept to completed
model during the semester. Special focus is placed on the creative process,
visual research, dramaturgy, and the creation of “playable” spaces.
Prerequisite: Perfa 35 or 36 Theatre Masterpieces.
SCENIC DESIGN
PERFA 149 – T 11:30-1:05
Contact: Professor Deanna Zibello dlz2@stmarys-ca.edu

GET YOUR ACT TECH ON!

For more information on
majoring or minoring in
Theatre, contact
Professor Deanna Zibello,
Theatre Program Director

dlz2@stmarys-ca.edu

